
CR-102 (June 2004)
(Implements ROW 34.05.320)

I Do NOT use for expedited rulemakin
Agency: Department of Social and Health Services, Economic Services Administration

~ Preproposal Statement of Inquiry was filed as WSR 06-11-059; or ~ Original Notice
D Expedited Rule Making--Proposed notice was filed as WSR ; or D Supplemental Notice to WSR
0 Proposal is exempt under RCW34.05.310(4). - D Continuance of WSR
Title of rule and other identifying information: (Describe Subject)

'AC 388-450-0195,Utility allowances for Basic Food Programs.
'AC 388-492-0040, Can I choose whether I get WASHCAP food benefits or Basic Food benefits?
'AC 388-492-0070, How are my WASHCAP benefits calculated?

PROPOSED RULE MAKING

Hearing location(s):
Blake Office Park East - Rose Room
4500 -10th Ave. SE
Lacey, Washington 98503
(One block north of the intersection of Pacific Ave. SE
and Alhadeff Lane. A map or directions are available
at http://www1.dshs.wa.qov/msa/rpau/docket.htmlor
by calling 360-664-6097)

Date:September 26, 2006 Time:10:00 am

Dateof intended adoption: NoearlierthanSeptember27,
2006 (Note: Thisis NOTthe effectivedate)

Submit written comments to:

Name: DSHS Rules Coordinator
Address:POBox 45850, Olympia WA,98504
Delivery:4500 -10th Ave. SE, Lacey, Washington 98503
E-mail: fernaax@dshs.wa.qov Fax:(360) 664-6185

by 5:00 p.m. on September 26, 2006

Assistance for persons with disabilities: Contact Stephanie
Schiller, DSHS Rules Consultant by September22,2006
TTY(360) 664-6178 or (360) 664-6097 or
bye-mail at schilse@dshs.wa.qov.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existirig rules:

The rules provide standards used to determine monthly benefit levels for the Washington Basic Food Program and the
Washington Combined Application Project (WASHCAP) program. The rules also indicate when a WASHCAP-eligible
household may choose to participate in the Basic Food Program.

The proposed changes update utility standards for Basic Food, the WASHCAP high cost shelter standard, the WASHCAP
low cost shelter standard, the WASHCAP shelter threshold, and the standard for WASHCAP-eligible persons can choose
to participate in Basic Food based on high shelter costs. These rules will also be filed by emergency adoption effective
October 1, 2006 because federal implementation timeframes do not allow sufficient time to make the changes using the
regular adoption process.
Reasonssupporting proposal:

7 CFR 273.9 (d)(6)(iii)(B) and the approved waiver the department uses to administer the WASHCAP program requires
the department to update the standards contained in these rules on an annual basis. The department updates the
standards based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI) and adopts new standards effective with the new Federal Fiscal
Year each October.

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 74.04.005;
74.04.050; 74.04.055; 74.04.057;74.04.510; 74.08.090

Is rule necessary because of a:

Federal Law?
Federal Court Decision?
State Court Decision?
Ifyes, CITATION:7 CFR 273.9

~ Yes
0 Yes
DYes

0 No
~ No
~ No

DATE
f]

Statute being implemented: RCW 74.04.005; RCW
74.04.050; 74.04.055; 74.04.057;74.04.510; 74.08.090
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Agency comments or recommendations, ifany, as to statutory language, implementation,enforcement, and fiscal
matters:

None.

-

Name of proponent: (person or organization) 0 Private
0 Public
~ GovernmentalDepartment of Social and Health Services

Name of agency personnel responsible for:
Name Office Location Phone

Drafting John Camp 1009 College SE, Lacey, WA 98504 (360) 725-4116
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -

Implementation John Camp 1009 College SE, Lacey, WA 98504 (360) 725-4116
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -.- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

EnforcemenL John Camp . 1009 College SE, Lacey, WA 98504 (360) 725-4116

Has a small business economic impact statement been prepared under chapter 19.85 RCW?

0 Yes. Attach copy of small business economic impact statement.

A copy of the statement may be obtained by contacting:
Name:
Address:

Phone: ()
Fax; ()
E-mail:

~ No. Explain why no statement was prepared.

This proposed rule does not have an economic impact on small businesses, it only affects DSHS clients by
setting standards used to determine benefit levels for the Washington Basic Food Program and WASHCAP and
sets a standard to determine if WASHCAP-eligible persons may choose to participate in Basic Food.

Is a cost-benefit analysis required underRCW 34.05.328?

0 Yes A preliminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting:
Name:
Address:

Phone: (
Fax: (
E-mail:

)
)

[8J No: Please explain: These amendments are exempt as allowed under RCW 34.05.328(5)(b)(vii) which states in-part,
"[t]tiissection does not apply to rulesofthe department of social and health services relating only to client
medical or financial eligibility and rules concerning liability for care of dependents."



AMENDATORY SECTION (AmendingWSR 06-10-056, filed 5/1/06, effective
6/1/06)

WAC 388-450-0195 Utility allowances for Basic Food programs.
(1) For Basic Food, "utilities" include the following:

(a) Heating or cooling fue+;
(b) Electricity or gas;
(c) Water or sewer;
(d) Well or septic tank installation/maintenance;
(e) Garbage/trash collection; and
(f) Telephone service.
(2) The department uses the amounts below if you have utility

costs separate from your rent or mortgage paYment. We add your
utility allowance to your rent or mortgage paYment to determine
your total shelter costs. We use total shelter costs to determine
your Basic Food benefits.

(a) If you have heating or cooling costs, you get a standard
utility allowance (SUA) that depends on your assistance unit Is
size.

Assistance Unit (AU) Size

2

3

4

5

6 or more

Utility Allowance

$«3tTT» 298

$«*6» 307

$«~» 316

$«33-4»325

$«3#» 334

$«353-» 343

(b) If your AU does not qualify for the SUA and you have any
two utility costs listed above, you get a limited utility allowa~ce
(LUA) of two hundred ((foyLy Lwo)) thirty-eiqht dollars.

(c) If your AU has only telephone costs and no other utility
costs ,you get a telephone utility allowance (TUA) of
( (th';'.rLy nil!e)) thirty-eight dollars.

[ 1 ] SHS-3784.1
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AMENDATORY SECTION
effective 10/1/05)

(Amending WSR 05-18-036, filed 8/30/05,

WAC 388-492-0040 Can I .choose whether I get WASHCAP food
benefits or Basic Food benefits? You can choose to have Basic Food
benefits instead of WASH CAP food benefits when:

(1) Your nonutility shelter costs as defined in WAC
388-450-0190 (1)(a) through (d) are more than five hundred
((fo~ty fOuL)) sixty-seven dollars a month;

(2) Your out-of-pocket medical expenses are more than
thirty-five dollars a month; or

(3) You chose to have Basic Food benefits instead of WASHCAP
benefits prior to January 1, 2005.

AMENDATORY SECTION
effective 10/1/05)

(Amending WSR 05-17-155, filed 8/22/05,

WAC 388-492-0070 How are my WASHCAP food benefits calculated?
We calculate your food benefits as follows:

(1) We begin with your gross income.
(2) We subtrac.t one hundred thirty-four dollars from your

gross income to get your countable income.
(3) We figure your shelter cost based on information we

receive from Social Security Administration (SSA), unless you
report a change as described under WAC 388-492-0080. If you pay:

(a) Three hundred ((twenty H~ne)) forty-two dollars or more a
. month for shelter, we use three hundred ((fooLty)) fifty- four
dollars as your shelter cost; or

(b) Less than three hundred ((LwehLy Hine» forty-two dollars
for shelter, we use one hundred ((slAty-four) seventy-one dollars
as your shelter cost; and

(c) We add the current limited utility allowance under WAC
388-450-0195 to determine your total shelter cost.

(4) We figure your shelter deduction by subtracting one half
of your countable income from your shelter cost.-

(5) We figure your net income by subtracting your shelter
deduction from your countable ~ncome and rounding the resulting
figure up from fifty cents and down from forty-nine cents to the
nearest whole dollar.

(6) We figure your WASHCAP food benefits (allotment) by:
(a) Multiplying your net income by thirty percent and rounding

up to the next whole dollar; and
- (b) Subtracting the result from the maximum allotment under

WAC 388-478-0060.

(c) If you are eligible for WASHCAP, you will get at least ten
dollars in food benefits each month.
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